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ENGLISH SCHOOL (18th century)

An enamel portraying the Allegory of Painting
Circa: circa 1790
Enamel on copper, within a border of blue and clear paste stones in silver setting.

Oval, 70mm x 52mm.

The personification of Painting is traditionally depicted as a female figure holding a palette, brushes,
and sometimes an easel or a mask (symbolizing imitation or the arts). This was a subject tackled by
many late Baroque artists and enamellers - the image favoured by those fascinated by Classical
imagery and stories.

Interestingly, the Iconologia (an influential book of symbols and personifications) showed the abstract
concept of 'Painting' personified as a female figure, despite women artists being in the minority. This
led to artists such as Artemisia Gentileschi (1593-1654) portraying herself as this allegory.

The enamel here may have been made by watch makers, either in England or on the Continent. It may
have originally been intended as a mourning piece.



