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Portrait of Oliver Cromwell (1599-1638), facing to the right, wearing armour and a white lawn
collar

Circa: 1801
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Henry Bone (1755-1834) was known for his copies of portrait miniatures, this example being a copy

after one of the miniatures of Oliver Cromwell (1599-1638) by Samuel Cooper (1609-1672). Working in
enamel, he pushed the boundaries of this highly-complex craft, creating larger pieces that required

more skill to heat each pigment to the right temperature. This was impressive, given he was working in
a time before modern thermometers, and that increasing the size of the metal base would also increase

the risk of cracking[2].

Before beginning this process, Bone would draw a sketch of the portrait that he was copying, so that
this could be transferred to the surface that he would then apply enamel to. A sketch of Cromwell by
Bone in the National Portrait Gallery[3] allows us to date this miniature to circa 1801, and shows the
marks of being transferred to the metal plate that the portrait now remains on. It can be distinguished

from other copies of Cooper’s portrait of Cromwell by the fact that the armour only has two gold studs on
the front of its shoulder plates, whereas the majority of other copies feature more. 

These other copies of portraits of Cromwell by Cooper range in their style, and this is partially down to
the fact that Cooper himself created multiple versions of this portrait. The two best-known were originally

held in the Buccleuch collection[4], and the Harcourt family collection[5]. It is likely that Cooper copied
the later Harcourt portrait from the earlier unfinished Buccleuch watercolour, and that Bone was then



inspired by both of these.
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