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The sitter is Thérèse Jeanne Marie Hortense de Tardieu, Marquise de Maleyssie (née de Luc) (d.
1826). Known as Hortense by her family, she was the daughter of Comte de Luc and married Antoine
Charles Marie Anne de Tardeiu de Maleissye (marquis de Maleissye) (1764-1851) in 1800 in Lisbon,

Portugal. The Tardieu de Maleissye family, who claimed descent from the line of Joan of Arc, were
committed to the royalist and counter-revolutionary cause. Her father-in-law, Antoine-Charles Tardieu,
Lord of Fontaine-les-Ribouts, lieutenant general and deputy of the nobility at the Estates General of

1789, paid the price for their attachment to the king by death by guillotine, in 1793, his wife, Elisabeth-
Marie, was executed the following year.

Although her birth date is not known, Hortense must have been in her teens when she married in 1800,



as fourteen years after her wedding she appears here to be in her late 20s. Painted by the foremost
artist of the period, Jean-Baptiste Augustin, he seems to have delighted in describing in detail every

aspect of his sitter’s costume – from her jewelled headband to her Kashmir shawl.

When this portrait was painted in 1814, the monarchy was restored briefly, likely to the delight of her
husband’s family – and this portrait may have been painted to celebrate that event. This was not to last
however, and the senior line of the Bourbons was overthrown again in the July Revolution of 1830. A
cadet Bourbon branch, the House of Orléans, then ruled for 18 years (1830–1848), until it too was

deposed.

In 1819, Louis XVIII appointed the artist Augustin 'peintre en miniature et en émail de la chambre et du
cabinet du roi' and 'premier peintre en miniature' in 1824. The artist had been made a Knight of the

Legion d'Honneur three years earlier in 1821.
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