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LUXURY

EMMA RUTHERFORD

Emma Rutherford
ART HISTORIAM AND SPECIALIST
IH PORTRAIT MINIATURES
porrainmdndature . com
Emma Rutherfird is one of 3 handful of
art historiang in the workd who 5 pecialises
in portrait mingt ures —an ares of the an
market consklened niche bug with so much
offer in terms of wearable history. $he began
her 25-ear career working with the National
Collec tion of Mindatunes at the Y& A before
working 3t suction houses Bonhams and
Phillips. 5he then became an independent
consultant working closely with Philip Moulkl
& Co. and made some mjor discovenies,
inclucling the earliest Black subgect painsed
in mingtune, the only signed work by Mary
Crween of Seots” Bvounite anist Jaan Decourt
amd the Lost Portrait of Charles Dickens. In
2023, she set up The Limner Company, where
she now sells antique portraie min itures, x5
well a3 consulting. She willl be exhiliting 3t the
Cotmwold Art Antiques Chebea, at Chelbea Old
Town Halll, 20:23 March.

“Heekd in the hand, exchanged a3 gifis
o wom secretly with 3 partioular polinical
allleg Eanece , portrai ¢ mindatures were highly
persomnal small portraiss,” sys Emna. “The
art form beging in the 16th century and
continues until eclipsed by photographyin the
il 9eh century. Defined by thedr methaods
amel matertals (watercolour on parchment o
froryl, portrait mindstunes wene small = their
purpose was uswly to be wom on the body.
My chent hise isquite balanced bet ween
male and female collectors, but the women
haie the sdvantage of being able to wear their
buys! There are abio plenty of women anists
to ool lect in this feld — padnting portrait
mindature s wis condidened 3 gentee] at tribute,

with women artists only requiring 2 small
stucio space and shomer sintings compared to
ol por traiti s,

“Portrait mi nitu nes are often cons dered
uncervalwed in the art market. Traditionally
am ares reserved B learned connolmeurs,
aremewed interest in histoncal fishion
iparticularly via Instagram) has brought rth
new interest from & younger generation. [
even have designers who work for some of the
vt presstagious B shion brands a3 collectors
of mintstures, The price range & very vaned,
s collectors can buy examples from the 16th
through the 19th century, but tend to un from
£1, 000 up w00 £ 104,000, Whether you wear your
mindatures or display them on the wall, theyre
always a talking point”

Laura Dadswell

ANTIGUES SPECIALIST

wes rlandlandon.com

Lanira Desclawel ] is ome of the directors at
Westhaned Loncon, Specialiing in antique
fireplaces, the showroom and website abio
hest an expandive collection of decorative
antiepuess, inchudi ng lighting, mimors, garden
statudry and fumiture. The company has
elevated the concept of sabage by curating one
af the finest collections of antique fireplaces
avai bable to buy. At the moment, stock
inchuces am e xtrasordi narily rare fireplace by
the renowned 18th century arch irect Robert
Adamy, a discovery which inoboed many hours
of research and 3 ot of negotiation.

“I work in an oserwhel mingly male-
dominated indusery, which was quite daunting
at first, ak hough [ve now come to appreciate
that this gives me & unique perspect ive within
the field,” sys Laura. "It might hase taken
aome of my peers a while o adjust to having

a young woman working in the trade, ba F'd
like to think my enthus zm and interest inomy
stock won my chent s over stragght away.

“Crver the years, Ive taken grest plessure in
seeing the peces fom our collection carefully
chosen by many of the mlented and pasd onate
female interior designers and dients Dve had
the pleasure of working with. Most of our
pieces ane destined for very beautiful homes,
Iumury hotels, restaurants and even yachis!
Withoau adoube, the most engoyable pans of
my job involve searching for specta ] piece s,
researching their provenance, and seeing our
tesam of tabented restorers bring them back to
lide. This is only matched by seeing them placed
in well-doved, beautifully des jgned interiors,

“[ hewse that our website and showroom
alffer a place of inspiration for thase seeking
anticues with quality, history, and besury. We
Tz i m 2 woor kd of wazsteful mass-production, so
waorking with objects tha will kst for cenunies
bringgs 5o much value to my job.”

Charlotre Russell
AUCTIONEER, SPECIALIST AND YALUER
Bellmanscouk
A hoessd of Bellmang” South Kensington office,
Charkete Fussell never knows what she’s going
tr b cloingg net. The elemen of surprise % a
fsourite aspect of her role.

“I howwe thee chal benge of not knowing what
I mighs be a5 ked to apprae. Before joining
Bellmans ['d worked in sanous specialis an
depan ments, 50 my knowledge has become
puite broad, which comes in handy in my
current robe, And at Bellmans, we have 3 team
of expert oollexgues to call on”

Charlotee’s caneer spans some of the
conint 1y's beading auction haouses, 35
& junior specisl e, depa mment hesd,

UNKNOWN THREASURES Clcksizs from top left: This spactacular Chistian Diar custom wedding gosnils set to faxtura In Bellmars' Waorks of Art
auctlon on 25 Manch, carrying an estimate of £1,000 to £1500; with a prica astimata of £3 000 to £4,000, this Boucharon dlamond bird brooch will go urder
the hammar at Lyon & Tumbul's London Jewsllary auction on ? Apnl; Emma Rutherfond will ba show casing and selling portratts like this Richand Coswary
minlature of & moustachioed gantleman from 20 to 23 March st CADA's annual far, Cotswold Art Antiquas Chelsea; Halans I a imited-ediion bromza sculpturs
by Gamman artist Mando Kaltwatt 1s offerad for an estimated walua of £1,000 to £ 500 by Capital Cultura Gallary wia onlna markstplsca platforn Sroofa
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Our director, Emma Rutherford, was featured in an article on women working in the luxury investment sector. Emma
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discusses the appeal of portrait miniatures to a variety of clients. The article was also feature in The Telegraph.
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/london-magazine/international-womens-day/
https://images.portraitminiature.com/magallery/PortraitMiniatureMedia/BlogDescription/the-london-magazine-march-2025_2622025T12255.467.pdf

