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The portal to a secret past

Portrait miniatures can pack in plenty of hidden messages says specialist ahead of a dedicated exhibition

by Stewart Cumiskey

Emma Rutherford admits to humg
“a very boring child” who became
fascinated by history at the age of 10
orll.

Her parents took the young
Rutherford to Hever Castle in
Kent, because she was particularly
interested in Henry VIIT and Anne
Boleyn. Once the seat of the Boleyn
family, the 14th century castle
was hosting an exhibition which
featured a loaned ]'J.\rtr;ﬂ'l minature,
purported to be of Anne Boleyn. In
many ways, this experience sowed
the seeds for what would become
Rutherford's Aow ering vocation,

She began her career working in
the Victoria and Albert Museum
while completing an M A in Victorian
artand architecture, She then set up
the portrait miniatures department
at auction house Phillips and after
the amalgamation of that firm with
Bonhams she became departmental
director,

Afiter a period working at the
|'l1'i|||'| Mn:lld{i;ﬂlcr.\', in 2023
Rutherford established The Limner

The historian Patrick Collinson
wrote: "It is possible for competent
historians to come to radically
different conclusions on the basis
of the same evidence. Because, of
course, 999 of the evidence, above
all, unrecorded speech, is not
available to us.”

Some lmstorians can be very
sniffy about historical fiction, but
Rllll';l'rlhni is open to enjoying i,
especiallv when crafted bv careful
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The portal to a secret past

Portrait miniatures can pack in plenty of hidden messages says specialist ahead of a dedicated exhibition

by Stewart Cumiskey

Emma Rutherford admitsto being
“avery boring child” who became
fascinated by history at the age of 10
or 1L

Her parents took the young
Rutherford to Hever Castle in
Kent, because she was particularly
interested in Henry ¥ 111 and Anne
Boleyn. Once the seat of the Boleyn
family, the 14th century castle
was hosting an exhibition which
featured a loaned portrait miniature,
purported to be of Anne Boleyn. In
many ways, this experience sowed
the seeds tor what would become
Rutherford’s Aowering vocation.

She began her carcer working in
the Victoria and Albert Museum
while completing an MA in Victorian
art and architecture. She then set up
the portrait miniatures department
at auction house Phillips and after
the amalgamation of that firm with
Bonhams she became departmental
director.

After a period working at the
Philip Mould Gallery, in 2023
Ruthertord established The Limmner
Company, which houses a group
of specialists who work together
rescarching and selling antique
portrait miniatures.

Eternal fascination

It's hard not to wonder what was it

The historian Patrick Collinson
wrote: “It is possible for competent
historians to come to radically
different conchisions on the hasis
of the same evidence. Because, of
course, 99% of the evidence, above
all, unrecorded speech, isnot
available to us.”

Some historians can be very
snifty about historical fiction, but
Rutherford is open to enjoying it,
especially when crafted by careful
hands. “ 5o much of history is filling
in the gaps that [ feel as If»i'lgss. it's
not too far-fetched 1 can accept it
I'm an awtul companion tor anything
historical on TV though - I'm always
complaining about Tudor tecth
looking too good.”

Emma Rutherford was recently interviewed for the ATG's 'Dealer's Diary'. The double-page feature explores Emma's interest

in history from a young age and the current major miniatures exhibition at Compton Verney which she co-curated: 'The
Reflected Self: Portrait Miniatures 1540-1850'.
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