HOMES & ANTIQUES MAGAZINE

MAY 01, 2022

Collecting

Commissioned by the wealthy elite as mementos
and gifis. portraii miniaiures occupy o unigue ploce
in the history of art, finds Emma Longstaf]




Collecting

PLEASURES

Commissioned by the wealthy elite as mementos
and gifts, portrait miniatures occupy a unigue place
in the history of art, finds Emma Longstaff

mages of the human fce are
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maedia,. advertising and video calls,

il io mmention the thousands of

pliolos of Criends, ehildren and
pois wo carry around witls s omn o
amaripliones, IU's casy o florgel that
conturios age, only the vory woalthiost
poope could afford to commission artists
o record (leir faces for posterily.

The practice of printing portraiis in
miniaiure emerged in the European roval
courts in the 15008 The carliest were
Fiven as diplomatie gils, and Elizabeth 1
i® maid Lo have worn portrails of faveured
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Emma was interviewed for an article on portrait miniatures, ‘Small Pleasures’, in the

couriiers at her breast. Around 200 vears
later, poriralt miniatures were popular
with the Mshionable elite = nof just
dukes and duchosses, but newly mintod
merchanis and manulaciurers. By (he
meid igih confury, miniaturs painting
wis aupplanted by the wondrous new
imvention ol phatography.

Sosl miniatures were a few inches
in size; the smallest barely an inch.
Originally produced in watercalour on
card, eopper, oF vellom (calfekin). by the
17508 most wers painted onto thin slices
of ivery. Paint ast on the polished surface
of the ivory. Fiving the portrais a more =
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