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Before and after conservation: detail of a portrait miniature of Charles John Huffman Dickens (1812-70), 1843, by Margaret
Gillies RWS - sold by Philip Mould & Co.

 

In 2017, Emma uncovered a portrait miniature of Charles Dickens (1812-1870) by Margaret Gillies (1803-1887), which had
been thought lost for over 130 years. The miniatures captures Dickens aged 31 as an emerging literary star in the midst of
writing his masterwork, ‘A Christmas Carol’. When the portrait was unveiled with a Christmas exhibition in 2018, press

coverage included articles in The Guardian, The Times, CNN, The Telegraph, Evening Standard, The Daily Mail and
Understanding British Portraits.

https://historicalportraits.com/artists/817-margaret-gillies-rws/works/4637-margaret-gillies-rws-charles-john-huffman-dickens-1812-70-wearing-a-dark-1843/
https://philipmould.com/exhibitions/9-charles-dickens-the-lost-portrait/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/nov/21/lost-portrait-charles-dickens-turns-up-auction-south-africa-margaret-gillies
https://www.thetimes.com/article/lost-portrait-is-found-in-a-tale-worthy-of-dickens-m00z7bp06
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/charles-dickens-portrait-scli-intl/index.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/11/21/lost-charles-dickens-portrait-found-south-africa-174-years/
https://www.standard.co.uk/culture/lost-charles-dickens-portrait-on-show-london-a4091466.html#comments-area
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6415255/Great-Expectations-Dickens-portrait-goes-London.html
https://www.britishportraits.org.uk/blog/the-lost-portrait-of-charles-dickens-at-48-doughty-street-by-louisa-price/


Philip Mould & Co. also released a 3-part podcast series tracing the origins of the portrait. (Available on Apple Podcasts only) 

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/charles-dickens-the-lost-portrait/id1441772839

